Ethiopia  and  Israel 


Ethiopia  announced  de  jure  recognition  of  Israel  on  Oct.  24. 
This  means  that  Israel  now  has  full  diplomatic  relations  with  all 
African  countries  except  the  five  African  members  of  the  Arab 
League  and  the  two  newly-established  Moslem  governments,  Somalia 
and  Mauritania. 

The  Ethiopians  risked  Arab  retaliation.  Broadcasting  in  Arabic, 
Addis  Ababa  told  the  Arab  world  that  Ethiopia  had  delayed  14  years, 
“hoping  that  the  Israelis  and  Arabs  would  reach  an  agreement.”  It 
had  no  desire  “to  incur  the  displeasure  of  the  Arab  states.”  But  it 
could  not  ignore  “its  right  to  recognize  a  state  which  had  been 
established  on  a  legal  basis,”  it  had  sacrificed  a  good  deal  by  waiting, 
and,  the  broadcast  emphasized,  “it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  it 
is  not  necessary  to  affront  someone  to  please  another.” 


The  chain  of  friendship  linking  Ethiopia  and  Israel  goes  back 
more  than  3,000  years.  Emperor  Haile  Selassie,  the  Conquering 
Lion  of  Judah,  traces  his  ancestry  to  King  Solomon  and  the  Queen  of 
Sheba.  Grey  obelisks  outside  Ethiopia’s  ancient  capital  mark  the 
tombs  of  the  legendary  queen  and  her  ladies-in-waiting.  Official 
Ethiopian  publications  record  that  she  brought  Judaism  to  Ethiopia 
upon  her  return  from  Jerusalem.  And  when  Italy  overran  Ethiopia, 
the  Emperior  found  sanctuary  in  the  Holy  City. 

With  this  common  history,  Ethiopia  swiftly  accorded  de  facto 
recognition  to  Israel  soon  after  Israel  was  established.  The  two 
countries  maintained  consular  relations  and  close  economic  ties. 
Joint  enterprises  were  established  in  fishing,  agriculture  and  con¬ 
struction.  The  Incode  meat  lacking  plant  is  the  largest  single  em¬ 
ployer  in  the  Eritrean  province.  Israel  doctors  staff  the  govern¬ 
ment  hospital  in  the  port  of  Massawa.  Israel  specialists  are  helping 
Ethiopia,  and  Ethiopian  students  study  in  Israel. 

Ethiopia’s  friendship  is  of  particular  importance  to  Israel  be¬ 
cause,  situated  in  the  “horn  of  Africa,”  Ethiopia  affords  the  first 
friendly  shore  for  ships  sailing  from  Eilat  through  the  Red  Sea  to 
the  Far  East  and  East  Africa. 

But  Ethiopia  has  always  been  under  Arab  pressure.  In  the 
first  centuries  of  militant  Islam,  Ethiopia  was  subjected  to  invasion 
by  Arab  rulers  from  the  region  of  present-day  Yemen.  In  later 
times,  it  was  constantly  raided  by  Arab  slave  traders.  Ethiopians 
are  Coptic  Christians,  and,  since  the  center  of  the  Coptic  Church  is 
in  Egypt,  the  Egyptians  tried  to  use  this  as  a  means  of  asserting 
their  influence  in  Ethiopia. 

Many  Moslems  live  in  Ethiopia — principally  in  the  province 
of  Ogaden — and  since  President  Nasser  came  to  power,  the  Egyptian 
dictator  has  attempted  to  subvert  the  loyalty  of  the  Emperor’s  Mos¬ 
lem  subjects.  Nasser’s  main  interest  arises  from  the  fact  that  the 
Blue  Nile  originates  in  the  wild  mountains  of  Western  Ethiopia. 

• 

Arab  League  states  have  already  said  they  will  protest  Ethi¬ 
opia’s  action. 

On  Oct.  27,  Baghdad  Radio  called  on  the  Arab  states  to  make 
Ethiopia  “realize  the  grave  consequences  of  its  nonchalance  towards 
the  Casablanca  conference,  the  diversion  from  the  aims  of  Afro- 
Asian  solidarity  and  its  preference  of  Israel  to  the  Arab  states.” 

But  in  recent  weeks,  the  Syrian  secession  from  the  United  Arab 
Republic  has  revealed  that  Cairo  is  not  omnipotent.  African  coun¬ 
tries  have  been  signing  treaties  of  friendship  with  Israel  ignoring 
Arab  protests.  A  number  of  other  countries,  which  still  maintain 
ie  facto  recognition  of  Israel,  may  now  follow  Ethiopia’s  example. 
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...viewing  the  NEWS 


In  Cairo 

Bitter  over  the  secession  of  Syria, 
President  Nasser  blames  “reactionaries” 
for  the  dissolution  of  his  empire  and 
has  proclaimed  that  there  will  be  no 
compromise  with  reaction  at  home.  He 
has  speeded  up  the  pace  of  his  revolu¬ 
tion,  seizing  property  and  its  owners. 

Nasser  is  now  at  war  with  the  “im¬ 
perialism  which  had  hidden  in  palaces 
and  in  the  safes  of  millionaires.” 

The  Government  has  admitted  167 
cases  of  property  confiscation  and  40 
arrests.  Nasser  foes  in  Syria  insist  that 
the  wave  of  arrests  has  actually  swept 
more  than  1,000  into  prison,  including 
many  army  officers. 

Many  of  those  arrested  and  whose 
properties  were  expropriated  included 
Jews  still  in  Cairo,  Greeks  and  anti- 
Nasser  Lebanese. 

Whether  Nasser’s  rule  has  been 
weakened  as  a  result  of  the  Syrian  de¬ 
bacle  depends  on  whether  the  Egyptian 
army  is  prepared  to  emulate  the  Syrian 
example.  Nasser  has  thought  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  pull  back  UAR  contingents 
which  were  assigned  to  Kuwait,  where 
they  were  mingling  with  military  offi¬ 
cers  from  other  Arab  lands.  He  ex¬ 
plained  that  “imperialists  and  stooges” 
were  plotting  against  the  Egyptian  force. 

Radio  Damascus  claimed,  on  Oct. 
29,  that  there  have  already  been  three 
unsuccessful  attempts  by  Egyptian  offi¬ 
cers  to  overthrow  Nasser’s  regime.  The 
statement  was  attributed  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Egyptian  parachutists 
who  made  the  unsuccessful  attempt  to 
land  at  Latakia  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Syrian  revolt. 

Frank  Words.  Emerging  from  a  con¬ 
ference  with  President  Nasser,  U.S. 
Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  (D- 
Minn.)  had  “the  feeling  that  there  is 
an  opportunity  for  strengthened  and 
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Israel  now  has  technical  cooperation 
and  economic  agreements  with  52  na¬ 
tions  and  territories,  and  the  Arab 
states  have  come  to  recognize  that  Is¬ 
rael  is  rapidly  overcoming  their  boy¬ 
cott.  They  have  attempted  to  counter 
Israel's  relations  with  the  African  na¬ 
tions  by  diplomatic  pressure  and,  more 
recently,  with  their  own  economic  ini¬ 
tiatives.  Both  the  Arab  League  Eco¬ 
nomic  Council  and  the  Arab  Chambers 
of  Commerce  Federation  adopted  res¬ 
olutions  promising  effective  joint  action. 

A  delegation  representing  business 
leaders  from  Jordan,  Iraq,  Kuwait, 
UAR,  Tunisia,  Saudi  Arabia,  Morocco 
and  Lebanon  visited  13  African  coun¬ 
tries  in  a  45-day  tour  in  July  and  Au¬ 
gust.  They  reported  back  that  Arab 
efforts  were  “almost  non-existent"  when 
compared  with  Israel’s  economic  gains. 
NVhat  Cairo  press  and  radio  had  ex¬ 
travagantly  and  triumphantly  pictured 
as  “a  massive  crack”  in  the  Israel  effort 
in  Africa  proved  little  more  than  a  sur¬ 
face  scratch  which  had  already  been 
repaired,  even  in  such  “Casablanca 
bloc"  countries  as  Ghana  and  Mali. 

The  mission  recommended  that  the 
Arab  countries  offer  financial  and  tech¬ 
nical  aid  to  check  Israel’s  progress  and 
to  win  a  share  of  rising  African  markets. 
But  they  were  unable  to  present  a 
united  front.  And  two  Arab  countries, 
Egypt  and  Lebanon,  have  undertaken 
their  own  initiatives  in  recent  months. 

Because  of  its  geographic  proximity, 
its  leadership  in  the  Arab  world  and  its 
neutralist  affinity  with  many  African 
nations,  the  UAR  took  the  lead,  in¬ 
viting  diplomats  of  11  African  coun¬ 
tries  “to  inspect  economic  progress”  in 
Egypt. 

Cairo  signed  trade  pacts  and  tech¬ 
nical-economic  aid  agreements  with 
some  of  them.  Not  to  be  outdone  by 
Israel,  Cairo  granted  loans  to  cover 
imports  of  Egyptian  goods  and  the  costs 
of  technical  assistance:  $11  million  to 
Somalia  last  August,  a  similar  amount 
to  Mali,  and  $17  million  to  Guinea 
earlier  this  year.  (Since  1957,  Israel 
has  granted  credits  totaling  $37.5  mil- 
ion  to  Ghana,  Nigeria,  Liberia,  Sierra 
Leone  and  to  the  Ivory  Coast,  mostly 
to  finance  the  cost  of  materials  used  in 
construction  projects.) 

The  UAR  also  entered  another  field 
where  Israel  has  been  highly  successful 
— that  of  construction  work,  usually 
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through  syndicates  established  jointly 
with  Afro-Asian  governments.  On  May 
16,  the  UAR  and  Guinea  agreed  to  set 
up  a  joint  government-financed  com¬ 
pany  to  carry  out  construction,  com¬ 
munication  and  irrigation  projects  in 
Guinea.  The  Suez  Canal  Authority  has 
agreed  to  improve  the  port  of  Conakry 
and  is  in  the  market  for  similar  public 
works  projects  in  other  countries. 

The  most  recent  Egyptian  initiative 
is  a  proposal  to  establish  a  development 
bank  to  finance  industrial  projects  in 
African  and  Asian  countries.  The  UAR 
government  is  to  put  up  two-thirds  of 
the  $28  million  capitalization  and  a 
German  bank  the  remaining  one-third. 

Many  Africans  are  skeptical  of 
Egypt’s  ability  to  offer  technical  and  eco¬ 
nomic  assistance.  “They  should  first 
raise  the  standard  of  living  of  their  own 
people  before  they  try  to  raise  the 
standards  of  others,"  said  a  member  of 
Mali’s  delegation  when  he  came  home 
from  Cairo. 

So  far,  UAR  aid  to  African  countries 
has  consisted  largely  of  inspiration  from 
religious  leaders  and  teachers,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  military  aid  to  several  like- 
minded  neutralist  countries.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Cairo’s  Al-Ahram,  Egypt  has 
1,252  teachers  in  Africa,  56  of  them 
on  the  university  level.  The  number  of 
African  students  on  scholarship  was 


Two  Voices . . . 

On  Oct.  24,  Cairo  Radio  celebrated 
the  anniversary  of  the  United  Nations 
with  broadcasts  of  praise.  But  Cairo 
Radio  speaks  in  many  tongues  and 
many  voices,  and  on  Oct.  17,  at  8:30 
P.M.,  there  was  another  kind  of  broad¬ 
cast. 

Addressing  the  people  of  West  Africa, 
Cairo  Radio  spoke  in  Hausa  to  attack 
the  United  Nations  as  “the  instrument 
of  the  Western  powers  for  retarding 
progress  in  Asia  and  in  the  Arab  coun¬ 
tries  in  order  that  colonialism  and  Zion¬ 
ism  can  retain  their  foothold  in  those 
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put  at  1,100.  While  no  geographic 
breakdown  is  available,  it  is  likely  that 
many  of  the  teachers  were  sent  to  neigh¬ 
boring  Arab  and  Moslem  countries  such 
as  Libya,  Sudan  and  Morocco;  the  re¬ 
turn  traffic  is  probably  from  the  same 
countries.  (In  contrast,  Israel  has  close 
to  700  trainees  and  students  from  47 
developing  countries:  20  African,  nine 
Asian,  10  Latin  American  and  eight 
Mediterranean.  Some  680  Israeli  ex¬ 
perts — 500  representing  various  Israeli 
economic  enterprises  and  180  serving 
under  the  government’s  own  technical 
assistance  program — have  been  as¬ 
signed  to  35  countries  in  Africa  and 
Asia.) 

Lebanon  Moves.  The  only  other  Arab 
country  which  has  started  its  own  eco¬ 
nomic  drive  in  Africa  is  enterprising 
Lebanon.  Displeased  with  the  results 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  mission 
and  other  fruitless  pan-Arab  efforts,  the 
Lebanese  business  press  has  stressed 
that  Lebanon  is  best  suited  to  act  not 
only  on  its  own  behalf  but  also  in  the 
name  of  the  Arab  League.  The  Leba¬ 
nese  say  that  their  country  is  untainted 
by  ideological  stigmas  or  political  am¬ 
bitions.  Lebanese  emigrants  pioneered 
in  the  commerce  and  industry  of  some 
of  the  African  economies.  And  Beirut’s 
free  banking  system  can  serve  as  an  in¬ 
termediary  between  European  financial 
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dented  appeal  to  racial  prejudice. 
Cairo  sought  to  delude  the  colored 
peoples  of  Africa  into  believing  that 
the  Palestinian  Arabs  were  “non- 
whites”  who  submitted  to  “30  years 
of  colonialism  and  miseries.”  It 
charged  that  “white  minority”  groups 
(i.e.  the  Jews)  settled  in  Palestine 
without  permi^on,  pretending  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  “non-whites”  and  aided 
by  the  authority  and  weapons  of  the 
“colonialists”  (i.e.  the  British). 

The  broadcast  said  that  the  “whites 
dared  not  mix  with  the  people  of  Pal¬ 
estine  except  to  do  evil"  and  warned 
that  Africans  may  suffer  a  similar  fate. 
It  appealed  to  all  Africans  “to  wake  up 
and  liquidate  colonialism  and  free  them¬ 
selves  from  foreign  rule  before  it  is  too 
late.” 
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interests  and  African  countries. 

Quite  apart  from  the  UAR  projected 
development  bank,  Lebanese  officials 
and  businessmen  have  asked  Japanese 
and  West  German  industrialists  and 
financiers  to  join  in  establishing  inter¬ 
national  banks  in  West  African  coun* 
tries.  They  plan  to  set  up  banks  in 
Guinea,  Lil^ria,  Ghana,  Nigeria  and  the 
Ivory  Coast  to  develop  mining,  sugar 
refining,  tanning  and  fishing  industries 
and  to  obtain  industrial  equipment  from 
Japan  and  Germany,  using  Lebanon  as 
the  base  of  operations.  One  Lebanese 
firm  has  meanwhile  opened  a  factory 
in  Accra  to  produce  5,000  pairs  of  shoes 
a  day. 

Israel  contacts  with  African  nations 
are  expanding.  In  the  last  four  months, 
technical  assistance  agreements  were 
concluded  with  Upper  Volta,  Malagasy 
Republic  and  Dahomey  after  their  heads 
of  state  visited  Israel.  Solel  Boneh,  the 
Histadrut’s  construction  concern,  an¬ 
nounced  that  in  1960  it  had  carried 
out  public  works  contracts  valued  at 
$27  million  in  nine  Afro*Asian  coun¬ 
tries:  Ghana,  Ethiopia,  Western  Ni¬ 
geria,  Eastern  Nigeria,  Sierra  Leone, 


Election  in  Jordan 


Jordan’s  parliamentary  elections  were 
held  without  incident  on  Oct.  19.  The 
news  is  that  they  were  held  at  all. 

Under  the  Transjordanian  constitu¬ 
tion  of  April  1,  1947,  “the  King  is  head 
of  the  Kingdom  and  is  not  responsible 
to  anyone.”  His  consent  is  required 
for  ail  legislation;  he  has  exclusive 
treaty-making  power;  he  appoints  the 
prime  minister  and  other  Cabinet  mem¬ 
bers  and  they  are  responsible  only  to 
him. 

The  four-year  Parliament  consists  of 
a  2S-member  Senate,  appointed  by  the 
King,  and  a  60-member  lower  House. 

Jordan  last  voted  five  years  ago,  at  a 
time  of  mounting  tension — fomented 
by  Cairo  Radio — which  culminated,  in 
1957,  in  the  so-called  Free  Officers 
coup.  The  youthful  King  Hussein  al¬ 
most  lost  his  kingdom.  Prime  Minister 
Suleiman  Nabulsi  was  arrested.  Gen¬ 
eral  Ali  Abu  Nuwar  and  other  pro- 
Nasser  leaders  fled  to  Syria. 

After  the  abortive  Nabulsi-Nuwar 
plot,  Hussein  imposed  strict  martial  law 
in  April  1957,  suspending  political  ac¬ 
tivity  until  November  1958,  when  po¬ 
litical  parties  were  again  permitted. 
But  this  did  not  last  long.  They  were 
outlawed  in  April  1959. 

Meanwhile,  Jordan  was  bossed  by 
former  Prime  Minister  Samir  el-Rifa’i, 
an  iron-fisted  deputy  of  the  King.  In 
1959,  he  was  succeeded  by  Hazza  al- 


Burma,  Turkey,  Cyprus  and  Iran.  The 
Hotel  Division  of  the  Federation  En¬ 
terprises,  a  syndicate  of  American  in¬ 
vestors  in  Israel,  is  cooperating  in  the 
management  of  four  hotels  in  Africa 
and  Asia. 

Israel  suffered  a  setback  when  Ghana 
demanded  that  Solel  Boneh  sell  its  40 
percent  interest  in  Ghana’s  National 
Construction  Company,  although  the 
agreement  does  not  expire  until  1963. 
But  Accra’s  demand  is  not  so  much  a 
move  against  Israel  as  it  is  part  of  a 
steady  trend  toward  socialization  and 
liquidation  of  foreign  interests  in  key 
sectors — a  move  which  has  affected 
other  foreign  countries,  including  Brit¬ 
ain. 

Like  the  Zim  Israel  Navigation  Com¬ 
pany,  which  was  asked  to  sell  its  40 
percent  in  the  Black  Star  Line  a  year 
ago  but  which  remains  managing  agent 
until  1967,  Solel  Boneh  will  con¬ 
tinue  the  management  of  the  construc¬ 
tion  syndicate  which  has  participated 
in  the  largest  projects  in  Ghana.  These 
include  a  university  hospital,  airport 
runways,  and  all  the  housing  at  the 


Majali,  who  liberalized  conditions. 
Majali  was  assassinated  in  1960  and 
was  succeeded  by  one  of  the  King’s  clos¬ 
est  confidants,  Bahjat  El  Talhouni. 

Few  Contests.  The  power  of  the  1956 
Parliament  waned.  More  than  half  its 
members  were  removed  from  office; 
only  loyal  servants  of  the  crown  re¬ 
mained.  When  its  term  expired  in  1960, 
the  King  repeatedly  postponed  elections. 
And  when  elections  were  finally  held, 
candidates  ran  as  individuals.  Many 
were  disqualified  for  a  variety  of  pre¬ 
texts.  As  a  result,  39  of  the  60  were 
elected  without  opposition,  and  the 
choice  for  the  remaining  21  seats  was 
severely  limited.  There  was  little  or  no 
electioneering.  Authorities  attached 
little  importance  to  a  contest  which  they 
controlled.  The  official  Jordan  radio 
broadcast  no  word  of  it  abroad. 

Parties  never  took  deep  root  in  Jor¬ 
dan  even  when  they  were  legal.  The 
two  major  parties,  the  Ba’ath  party  and 
the  Nation^  Socialist  party,  became  in¬ 
operative  after  the  arrest  or  exile  of 
most  of  their  leaders  in  1957.  The 
Communists  have  never  been  popular 
and  the  Moslem  brotherhood  has  been 
quiescent. 

The  real  threat  to  the  existing  order 
arose  from  subversive  activities  directed 
from  Cairo  and  Damascus  and  incited 
by  their  radios. 


Volta  River  dam  site.  Most  recently, 
according  to  one  report,  construction  of 
the  official  residence  for  President 
Nkrumah  and  of  housing  for  the  for¬ 
eign  diplomatic  staff  in  Accra  has  also 
been  entrusted  to  the  Israel  concern. 
Mr.  W.  M.  Q.  Halm,  Ghana’s  Ambassa¬ 
dor  to  the  United  States,  told  the  confer¬ 
ence  of  the  American  Technion  Society, 
on  Oct.  IS,  1961,  that  the  link  binding 
Israel  and  Ghana  “is  stronger  than  can 
be  imagined,”  because  of  Israel’s  “valu¬ 
able  assistance.” 

Israel’s  gains  in  Africa  are  relatively 
modest  compared  with  African  needs 
and  with  the  aid  which  the  great  powers 
are  capable  of  giving.  But  its  role  in 
technical  assistance,  in  agriculture,  ir¬ 
rigation,  education,  public  health,  la¬ 
bor,  cooperative  organization,  construc¬ 
tion  and  public  administration,  and  in 
providing  scholarships  for  hundreds  of 
African  students  is  impressive. 

There  is  room  in  Africa  for  both  Is¬ 
rael  and  Arab  aid  of  all  kinds — and  it 
is  doubtful  that  any  substantial  increase 
in  economic  activities  by  the  UAR  and 
Lebanon  will  detract  from  the  types  of 
aid  which  Israel  has  provided. 


Jordan  was  vulnerable.  The  desert 
kingdom  of  Transjordan  had  crossed 
the  Jordan  River  in  the  1948  war 
against  Israel  to  seize  Palestinian  terri¬ 
tory.  It  changed  its  name  as  well  as 
its  boundaries.  Its  population  swelled 
from  300,000  to  1,734,000.  It  came 
to  include  Palestinian  Arabs,  many  of 
them  refugees  who  owed  no  loyalty  to 
the  Hashemite  monarchy  and  no  fra¬ 
ternity  to  the  desert  Bedouins.  Instead, 
they  looked  beyond  their  frontiers, 
either  to  the  establishment  of  an  Arab 
Palestine  or  to  union  with  one  or  more 
of  Jordan’s  Arab  neighbors — Egypt, 
Iraq  or  Syria. 

The  political  turbulence  produced  the 
assassination  of  King  Abdullah  in  1951 
and  came  near  to  ending  the  life  and 
rule  of  Hussein  in  1957  and  1960. 

UAR  Haven.  When  Syria  became  the 
northern  region  of  the  UAR  in  1958, 
the  anti-Hussein  exiles  organized  in 
Damascus,  under  the  banner  of  the 
Revolutionary  Council,  in  preparation 
for  an  eventual  take-over  in  Jordan. 
They  have  since  been  accused  of  the 
two  plots  against  Hussein  which  were 
climaxed  by  the  bomb-assassination  of 
al-Majali  and  nine  other  Jordanians  in 
August  1960. 

Hussein  resented  that  the  plotters 
found  haven  in  Damascus  and  support 

{Continued  on  page  48) 
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from  the  UAR.  His  prompt  and  happy 
recognition  of  the  new  Syrian  govern¬ 
ment  implies  that  he  will  ask  that  the 
exiles  be  muzzled  or  extradited  to  Jor¬ 
dan  for  trial  as  the  new  Kuzbari  regime 
moves  against  potential  counter-revolu¬ 
tionaries. 

Syria’s  secession  from  the  UAR  is 
welcomed  also  because  Amman  thinks 
Syrian  dissatisfaction  shows  Palestinians 
that  life  under  Hussein  may  be  pre¬ 
ferable  to  life  under  Nasser. 

CaU  to  Revolt  Amman  Radio  has 
turned  the  tables  on  Cairo.  On  Oct. 
25,  in  three  separate  broadcasts,  it 
called  on  Egyptians  to  “destroy  Nasser’s 
regime  of  corruption.” 

One  broadcast  warned: 

“The  tyrants  forget  that  their  methods 
of  lies  and  intrigiies  can  no  longer  do 
them  any  good  or  keep  our  Arab 
people  aiid  the  free  leaders  of  the 
Egyptian  army  from  exercising  their 
historical  duty  of  overthrowing  the 
era  of  tyranny.” 

A  later  broadcast  commented  that 
“fear  prevails  in  Cairo”  and  that  “or¬ 
ders  are  being  frantically  and  nervously 
issued”  while  tanks  protect  the  “houses 
of  Nasser  and  the  ruling  clique.”  Am¬ 
man  Radio  concluded: 

“The  Arab  Egyptian  people’s  vrratfa 
against  their  nilei^s  tyranny  has  be¬ 
come  inevitable.  The  peo^e  expect 
the  Egyptian  army  to  carry  out  at  any 
moment  a  glorious  uprising  similar  to 
that  carried  out  by  the  Syrian  army  to 
get  rid  of  the  tyrant  Namer’s  regime.” 

Other  developments  have  buoyed  op>- 
timism  in  Hussein’s  court.  Relations 
have  improved  with  both  revolutionary 
Iraq  and  feudal  Saudi  Arabia.  The 
King  and  Talhouni  strike  a  stronger 
posture  against  Israel  to  prove  that  their 
hearts  are  in  their  proper  Arab  place. 
Talhouni  went  out  of  his  way  to  take 
an  extreme  line  towards  the  PCC’s  spe¬ 
cial  envoy.  Dr.  Joseph  Johnson.  He 
insisted  not  only  on  rolling  Arab  refu¬ 
gees  back  into  Israel  but  also  on  rolling 
back  Israel’s  frontiers. 

*  V  • 

American  aid — about  $45  million 
annually — continues  to  bolster  the  coun¬ 
try’s  budget.  And  last  fortnight,  Jor¬ 
danians  saw  tangible  evidence  of  U.S. 
aid  when  the  King  inaugurated  the  first 
part  of  the  East  Ghor  Canal,  which 
diverts  Yarmuk  River  water  away  from 
the  Jordan  River  to  irrigate  about  30,- 
000  acres  of  land  east  of  the  Jordan. 
Cost  of  the  project  is  estimated  at  $13 
million,  most  of  it  to  be  financed  by 
the  United  States. 
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more  cooperative  relationships”  be¬ 
tween  the  U.S.  and  the  UAR. 

Reporters  questioned  the  Democratic 
leader  about  the  influence  of  Jewish 
voters  on  American  policy.  He  disil¬ 
lusioned  them:  “I  do  not  find  the  U.S. 
citizen  of  Jewish  faith  opposed  to  better 
relations  with  anyone.  If  you  are  going 
to  have  a  better  world,  you  are  going  to 
have  to  talk  to  a  lot  of  people.” 

Sen.  Humphrey  also  visited  Israel, 
where  he  met  with  Prime  Minister  Da¬ 
vid  Ben-Gurion.  He  told  the  press  there 
that  he  bad  some  new  ideas  that  may 
contribute  toward  a  solution  of  the  Arab 
refugee  problem  and  that  he  was  more 
optimistic  about  the  chances  of  prace  in 
the  region  than  during  his  1957  visit. 

Refugees.  The  Palestine  Conciliation 
Commission  informed  the  UN  General 
Assembly  that  it  hopes  to  make  sug¬ 
gestions  with  respect  to  methods  of  pro¬ 
cedure  that  might  lead  to  progress  on 
the  question  of  the  Arab  refugees.  The 
commission  reported  that  Dr.  Joseph 
E.  Johnson,  its  special  representative, 
had  met  with  Arab  and  Israel  officials. 
They  had  “expressed  the  view  that  it 
might  be  possible  to  take  practical  steps 
with  regard  to  the  refugee  problem 
without  prejudice  to  the  positions  of 
the  governments  on  other  aspects  of 
the  ‘Palestine  question.’  ”  The  commis¬ 
sion  is  expected  to  ask  extension  of  its 
mandate  for  another  year. 

Oil  Impasse.  Negotiations  between  Iraq 
and  the  Iraq  Petroleum  Company  have 
reached  an  impasse  because  the  com¬ 
pany  is  unwilling  to  agree  to  Iraq’s  de¬ 
mands  for  profit-sharing  and  capital 
participation. 

Iraq  might  nationalize  if  it  could  be 
assured  of  a  market.  But  Iran’s  un¬ 
successful  experiment  with  nationaliza¬ 
tion  a  decade  ago  is  a  deterrent. 

While  the  Soviet  Union  has  been  en¬ 
couraging  Iraq  in  its  battle  with  the 
Western  oil  companies,  it  has  not  been 
buying  Arab  oil.  On  the  contrary,  it 
came  under  sharp  attack  “as  the  enemy 
of  the  Arabs”  at  the  recent  Arab  Oil 
Congress  in  Alexandria  because  it  is 
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selling  oil  to  the  Free  World  at  low 
prices,  undermining  the  profits  of  the 
Arab  countries. 

Lebanon.  The  Syrian  revolt  precipi¬ 
tated  a  cabinet  shake-up  in  Lebanon. 
Public  Works  Minister  Kamal  Jumblatt, 
a  pro-Nasser  Cabinet  member,  resigned 
because  he  claimed  Premier  Saeb  Sa¬ 
laam  had  violated  Lebanon’s  policy  of 
neutrality  in  inter- Arab  affairs  when  he 
sent  greetings  to  the  new  Kuzbari  re¬ 
gime.  Salaam  also  resigned  and  was| 
succeeded  by  Rachid  Karami,  former! 
premier.  ^ 

Setback.  Ten  Arab  League  members! 
unsuccessfully  fought  against  the  ad-i 
mission  of  Mauritania  to  the  United^ 
Nations,  supporting  Morocco’s  conten-l 
tion  that  Mauritania  belonged  to  Moroc-| 
CO  and  that  the  French  were  sponsoring! 
an  independent  Mauritania  in  “a  d^ 
liberate  application  of  the  policy  ofi 
Balkanization  in  Africa.”  Mauritania’s 
admission  was  approved  68  to  13,  witu 
20  abstentions  including  the  Sovi« 
bloc.  j 

The  Central  African  Republic  and 
other  members  of  the  French  com4 
munity  supported  Mauritania  and  called 
on  Morocco  to  abandon  her  claim.  1 

Promoted.  Armin  H.  Meyer,  Depute 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Neafl 
Eastern  and  South  Asian  Affairs,  hag 
been  named  Ambassador  to  Lebanon] 
succeeding  Ambassador  Robert  Mm 
Clintock.  I 
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